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5) 1111 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) IEI Claim(s) 1-6 and 19-21 is/are rejected. 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1. Applicant's election of specie IB, claims 1-6 and 19-21 in the reply filed on 10/30/08 is 
acknowledged. Because applicant did not distinctly and specifically point out the supposed 

errors in the restriction requirement, the election has been treated as an election without traverse 
(MPEP § 818.03(a)). Note that claims 7-18 are currently withdrawn from consideration. 
Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to because Figures 20A-20B should be designated by a legend 
such as —Prior Art— because only that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). 
Corrected drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1.84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion 
of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be 
notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection 
to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 19 and 20 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

For claim 19, "a potential" on line 6 should be changed to —the third potential— to avoid 
a confusion in the claim since the claim already recited the circuit generates a third potential (see 
claim 1, line 7, or claim 3, line 7). 
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For claim 20, "a potential" on line 6 should be changed to —the respective third potential 
and fourth potential- for the similar reason as discussed in claim 19 above (also see claim 5, 
lines 8 and 10). 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this comitry, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 1-6 and 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hashimoto et al. (USP 5,198,699). 

With respect to claims 1, 2 and 21, Figure 4 of Hashimoto et al. discloses a 
semiconductor device, which includes: a first transistor (P-channel transistor 92), a second 
transistor (N-channel transistor 94), a third transistor (P-channel transistor 96), a first power 
source (100) applying a first potential (power supply such as Vdd), a second power source 
(ground) applying a second potential (ground); and a circuit (130, 134) for applying a third 
potential (Vy) which is different from the first potential and the second potential; a first signal 
(signal at node 38), a second signal (signal at node 34) with the connections as recited in the 
claims. 

With respect to claims 3, 4 and 21, Figure 4 of Hashimoto et al. discloses a 
semiconductor device, which includes: a first transistor (P-channel transistor 92), a second 
transistor (N-channel transistor 94), a third transistor (N-channel transistor 90), a first power 
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source (ICQ) applying a first potential (power supply such as Vdd), a second power source 
(ground) applying a second potential (ground); and a circuit (1 14, 1 16) for generating a third 
potential (Vx) which is different from the first potential and the second potential; a first signal 
(signal at node 38), a second signal (signal at node 34) with the connections as recited in the 
claims. 

With respect to claims 5, 6 and 21, Figure 4 of Hashimoto et al. discloses a 
semiconductor device, which includes: a first fransistor (P-channel transistor 92), a second 
fransistor (N-channel fransistor 94), a third fransistor (P-channel fransistor 96), a fourth fransistor 
(N-channel transistor 90), a first power source (100) applying a first potential (power supply 
such as Vdd), a second power source (ground) applying a second potential (ground), a first 
circuit (130, 134) for applying a third potential (Vy) which is different from the first potential 
and the second potential, a second circuit (1 14, 1 16) for generating a fourth potential (Vx) which 
is different form the first potential and the second potential, a first signal (signal at node 38), a 
second signal (signal at node 34) with the connections as recited in the claims. 

With respect to claims 19 and 20, it is old and well known in the art that a fransistor, 
when turning on, forms a resistor, and during the operation of the circuitry in Figure 4 of 
Hashimoto et al, the transistors 1 14 and 1 16 in the voltage divider circuit (114, 116), and the 
transistors 130 and 1 14 in the voltage divider (130, 134) are ON, so each of the transistors 1 14, 
116, 130 and 134 forms a resistor. Thus, the circuit (1 14, 1 16) and the circuit (130, 134) each 
includes multiple resistors connected in series between the first power source (supply Vdd of the 
circuit) and the second power source (ground) and a potential is outputted from the connecting 
node of two resistors of each circuit. 
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Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earher communications from the 
examiner should be directly to Examiner Long Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1753. The Examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday from 8:00am to 6:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lincoln Donovan, can be reached at (571) 272-1988. The fax number for this group 
is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see htt p :/y pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Elecfronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Long Nguyen/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2816 



